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Grandma Baba’s Warming Ideas!

It was a snowy winter day. Grandma Baba was at home.
All her friends were outside. Then a cat and a dog came into her house.
Grandma Baba: What’s the matter, my young friends?
Cat and Dog: We’re freezing!

Next, a fox and many other animals came in.

Fox: We’re really, really cold!

Grandma Baba: Young ones, come with me.

They all went into her bedroom.

Grandma Baba: Everyone, jump with me.

Dog: Did you say “jump”?

Grandma Baba: Yes. Jump on the bed.

Dog: Is it OK?

Grandma Baba: Sure! It’s a bed trampoline.

All the animals followed her and jumped together.

Bang! The bed broke with a terrible sound. It wasn’t strong enough.
All the animals: Oh, no! Was our idea bad?

Grandma Baba: No, it wasn’t. Mmm, watch this.

She cut the legs off the bed.

Grandma Baba: Well, well! Look at the bed now!

All the animals: Wow, it’s a sleigh!

Everyone got on the sleigh.
Grandma Baba: Now, let’s go down the hill. Everyone, hold on to the sleigh.



The sleigh started and went down the slope. It increased speed.
Grandma Baba: We’re flying!

Cat and Dog: Wow! Whee-ee!

Fox: Go! Go! Our sleigh!

All the animals: Go! Go! Whee-ee!

The sleigh came to the end of the slope.

Grandma Baba: That was fun. Now, let’s pull the sleigh and go back!
All the animals: Heave ho, heave ho! Back up the hill!

All the animals pulled the sleigh up the hill.

Finally they reached Grandma Baba’s house. Everyone was steaming.
All the animals: Gosh, we’re hot now!

Grandma Baba: You can warm yourselves this way.

Raccoon dog: Hey, everyone, where is Grandma Baba?

All the animals: Where? Where?

Raccoon dog: Follow me.

Grandma Baba was sleeping in her closet on the warm and fluffy quilts.
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Urawa’s Delicious History

"Oh, no!! Where is she? She's missing! Someone, call the police!” This trouble happened in Urawa
in 2015. Someone took the statue of Unako-chan from Besshonuma Park. (Unako-chan is a famous mascot in
Saitama City. She was created by the famous writer and artist, Yanase Takashi.) Local citizens and police
looked and looked, but they could not find her. The next year, a new statue was made and put in the park again.

Many people smiled and said, "Welcome back, Unako-chan!"
By the way, what is Unako-chan? Is she a mascot for sports? Or is she a mascot for rice balls? Look
at her clothes, and you will see a hint. What is on her apron? It is a fish called an eel! Yes, she is a mascot for

eels in Saitama City.

Long ago, many people came to Saitama to enjoy fishing. Japanese eel or unagi, was cheap and

delicious food for them. Many restaurants became famous for delicious eel dishes.

Now, there are many old and famous unagi restaurants in Urawa. Some of them started in the Edo

Period! Many people eat it on "Doyo no Ushi no Hi." Many Japanese think it's a 'power food' for the summer!

Do you want to try Urawa's delicious unagi? If you are lucky, you will see Unako-chan, too!
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